What Is Faith?
Hebrews 11:1-6
Introduction:
I.   Faith Defined – 11:1
A. Faith Is Related to Hope
The believer is saved in hope of the resurrection. But this is not the hope of the world. It has uncertainty.

Romans 8:24-25
“For we were saved in this hope, but ﻿﻿hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? ﻿But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience.”
The Christian’s hope is both sure and steadfast and enters “into that which is in the veil” (Hebrews 6:18-20) as an anchor takes hold of the firm ground out of sight.

Hope has to do with the things unseen and future, for hope that is seen is not hope.

Hope reinforces the present by the prospect of the future.

B. Faith Is the Basis of Hope
Faith is the ὑπόστασις, (that which stands under), i.e. the foundation of hope.
He who has no hope set on Christ as the coming one has no future of heaven or earth or even himself, because all human schemes and efforts fail.

So men, being without God, are without hope. (Ephesians 2:12)
We hope because we believe; Hope vanishes if faith fails.

If that is the case, what basis do we have for believing what we believe?
C. Promise Is the Basis of Faith

We cannot make up our own promises; they must be God’s promises.
Faith does not make “the things hoped for” a reality.

No name it – claim it

Rather it is - Read it – heed it

The basis of faith is the promise of some person that we consider dependable.

If a business man needs a $10,000 machine, and a man gives him a piece of paper called a check, his problem is solved: providing his faith in the person is valid and his faith in the check is valid.
Therefore, hope depends on faith and faith depends on the promise.
If one’s faith in the promise is absolute, then faith creates a conviction concerning the things not yet seen but guaranteed by the promise.

II. Faith Described – 11:2-3

The first readers of this letter needed a hope concerning the distant future, a hope set on Christ as the coming one, rekindled in their hearts so that they would be saved from turning back to the past and thereby lose their future prospects.
To this end the writer selects examples of what faith has enabled men like themselves to accomplish. He starts with the elders.

A. Faith Gives a Good Report – 11:2
“The elders” may be a reference to Abel and Enoch, or, more likely, to the entire list of men and women in the Hall of Faith, Chapter 11.
They obtained a good testimony - From whom? - From God. 

It may have been made to their generation and/or to the angels.

In that day Jesus, himself, will confess before His Father and all of the angels and men that these are his faithful followers, and not these only but the Hebrews of the early church along with people of faith all through the ages.
B. Faith Accepts God’s Word – 11:3 

(The subject here is the creation)
1. The Eye-witness, God

Since none of us was there, we have to take the word of the one who was there, God. 

Someone else was an eye-witness to some of the creation. He was there before the end of the first week - Adam

He lived for 930 years. He could tell the people what God did.

Methuselah was a contemporary of Adam and could relate what Adam had told him.

He lived up to the time of the flood.

Noah and Shem brought the word from Methuselah to 502 years after the flood.

Then the deliberate renunciation of God, recorded in Romans 1, set in. 

Philosophers and “scientists” have ignored the Word of God and speculated from their own minds how the world began.
They are wrong; we are right. Why? - Because we are more intelligent? No

Not by our minds, but by faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God.

It is not just the physical world, but the ages, the plan that God has for the world.
III. Faith Demonstrated – 11:4-5

A. By an Act of Faith (Abel) – 11:4

Abel brought a more excellent sacrifice.

1. It was not the type of sacrifice that mattered.

2. It was the way in which it was offered by faith.

He was willing to accept that the sacrifice of an innocent substitute could somehow be accepted by God for his own deliverance from the judgment of his sin.
Note: I John 3:12 “Cain was of the evil one”. He had faith in the enemy of God - Satan.
3. It is still bearing a witness.   

It is in the record of God for all to see and follow.

B. By a Life of Faith (Enoch) – 11:5

Five or six hundred years pass during which God recorded only wickedness.
Gen. 5 gives the record of many men and how long they lived. 

They all lived a long while, but one thing is stated about all except one – “and he died”

The one exception is Enoch, the father of the oldest man who ever lived 
His name was Methuselah. 

He lived 969 years.

Enoch did not die.

LXX – “God took him”. In Hebrew, “He was not”.
The reason given for his translation is that he walked with God. Walked means that he fellowshipped with God and obeyed Him.

His walk included preaching about the coming one: (Jude 14-15
“Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the ﻿﻿harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
You could say that the future controlled his present.

That is how Enoch pleased God.
But without faith it is impossible to please God, v. 6.
IV. Faith Demanding – 11:6

A. Belief that God Exists

This seems to go without saying. You can’t please God unless you admit that there is a God in the first place.
B. Belief that God Rewards

Remember: pleasing God means fellowshipping with and serving God. You can’t serve God unless you accept the fact that God is going to accept your labor and reward you for it.

Conclusion:
